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vative cause i Iy. Conservatives had the Ri (Virginia)

News Leader 10 thank, and not the denominational press, for a
report on theologian Robert Alley, head of the religion department
at the University of Richmond, He was quoted as saying in the local
First Unitarian Church,
1 see Jesus as really a Jew, | dont imagine for a moment
that he would have had the audacity to claim the deity for
himself. I think the [Bible] passages where he talks about
the Son of God are later additions—what the church said
about him*
Alley, who had taught at the Virginia Baptist school for 15’y years,
did nothing more than take the redactionism of higher criticism a
step further than many others who considered parts of the Gospels
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Some of the features of the Qur'anic representation of Jesus which
cannot be traced to the canonical gospels or to the Diatesseron are
reminiscent of the apocryphal infancy gospels. The Protoevangelium
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Neal Robinson. Christ in Islam and Christianity p.19

Lo S5 e s 15 s O sty

ilas gy G800 o Kar Y A W g oy s 08 S0

s gLy Ol b5 L gyt Jemelihl 3 LY O (5

W, sl iy Uzl Sl 3 L Gty 1k gl

G a1 b (o daoms sy Brg oS o J) ) <Y
Y RUBNER [PVIN BV VRN ST et gl Al

v

g dldl o) ia Lon s Lgd Y3y Lagas )l 5,0 ey 131

ALl b Tosgdin elbass 6905 oy calaad g telidca
Lo by o1 G S elgun 1] (Do (pads i i 0yl
130y o LgTY! Loadll Glas G55 Cbipany ooyl 33 Cigans (a2

34

s ol gy ) gle & Galas b
L g Jg—ia .‘a\"ﬂA‘g VAT (polead)
Sl 2o £y ol £ g Ol aal

o il LA ,sh Lo o)l g ooladicl Jus

il A e iAo did gdlo Aol

21

_&LJ\ J.A)J\ q: (PR R

il gl Logi Joni

Ul Ugdlos ) gak S Haddl 13
il g s b gladis b of gt
Dgabid (gl plhss (il gs o glais
b iyl i) L o Jadl ]
Daad Le poaas Wl po gaidl L gl
Ok Sl s 1k A phaed / i 0
(it S Gl s p g Slaa
gits L b p P G ) ogny
AL £ gt sl S i
L Jaka AU S0 Audaie §jlamn
sy Sl o G e (s Las o g0 gegesl]

e /iy

Al Ul e winls alse) T a5ac9 o sus Jilll IS

Gl 5yl e cih ALl slidl 5 yaiee Ldl b Ak ISy
o g asaid e i 3l g gl LSy il
JUibl Jia 5LSy e pya 038 Jially psll GASy il yubie
S L s 3y el sal Typh padiad an paalsy SIS (g5
Ol Lan iings ¥ JUy el pgs aals OLS €l 1p g o
byl o il i B pias iy bl Bl e ol
gy Jah Lo (51 3l pudpll ol (g Loy vl
3 Fhaad <Satlad jsbiae 38 Lo il pp Slai i irla
e olae¥l Jyiuly 855 o)l o L 1y palall JGy wan
lais g ga byl Lo Gage Dsidaay 33aall 03a &, (gal aseall




81

rall dlgalall ol
Ll pud iyl g goastd 5L )
Jo¥l o> WJMJ’FQ,UI ce‘ﬂl s
(§atgmaill o gins Jaad] (] s
Gasads . Lags Jaadl I a3Y1 082
sadobal (58 5as Lasad Jac g1 pudll
Lol flgion paasll (o8 8 pmiios Al
ALy Ll ] - paad g s
ol gy S (b s adl () S Lgayg
¥ pas o doad Lt ) Lo sl

9
el Mooy cr0 slgo Jub]

a0 slgs Slish 9]l gdlall Jaas)y gl
als Lo ol g a0 palitl Jilallg
(251939 Lo il pllas o gadll S0
APAL 1gasb pand £ iy iy alpa
pawad o Lsadl .a guoleadl o,a00 I
3292 ¥ gaugaill o glas Jaadl g dawais

A0GL )

A S O pal B Tand| devadeds

alig J..;'- >0
S PR IR C K TN - R PR T PV
$iiy o plac¥) ol T B le 5,0l e el e ) oS3l
Al mie e 5 cpa NIl 5 G ) s q..l_.a oSy
saey golaiad T o) Y1 alels aaSTs JE 4 Lubaa 5 0l
ol ie (M aily Sl o e 13 Sy e glillas S !
2alals Soaly Bilor bl alliy oaly aelill Hguidl oy &
SV PRVR PLVUR IS PCU TR g (K P EE PRy
e Ly gl da
M Akl o e iy dll 558U e Lalsl U
cilSy Dl JSaa b TalaaS 30 e e cilSy  Tlangad cuisls
AW w oo Lolaks ks

gl b LS5 pguy )

B o) b pule A Caaug alae¥] alS) GLS b aas
o LS o 165 p g o) (Uil ) asey (silly)
L Al gl i s B Gialy (301 Bl 2 ye Y JUs iy gl
Al GadaS iyt ol Jail s U el o fiy LS

50

Bl clad e &gl p 3l aall LUadd) 138 3l

SASI JUid (|3 Jasan o Leyall cdad o pubie Y1 Jai )

b Lalh Janaly 3 of oy ¥ B oo J ol 3 lael
olos Losiey . ald oy G poo ol cangs O Juasg w00
Al La i 203 L 1o 3 DL plae) Al poaall
a3 uad JI LIS 2T Jaals G0 o JLad o)l Sl

il rlia LAY |sagas o Waglas ooill IS Sy llia 3331,

b s alidd )1 caas 4als Ldall 03a s g1 (g volasd)

“w, l.o:n;iw



2y ST (B el D -

=X )
{ NGe 5 i dlt AN (AL et }

Q»UAVSMT

OF sy U5 «osVL 1IN sy e 3 Il ol IV al g2 Le slln
adan ¥ e 2l 6

ey 5 ) Maess Loy yEa 901 (Lo B (acad

e dazel W 0T 3 01,53 3kl Gl oS0 Ol Y1 Ll Lo gas
Ly S Yl

Ol i dage oS g il polias LS N1 Szed e B,
e LS o (6 gty 2SI G e

lezanl Jo U 5a L

Loy S V1 S e a5 SIS slondl oy o ¢ Aol oST1 O

S I sl DS e (SGalel Jadly ¢ el 155 Alu,

S Y 30 3 gm0 OIS e B 13 5 Dy L

O 8 e ALl g O e iy sdias O Ly S N1 13
S8 &l o 15 ae



" POCTRIE T I LS

yw@Y\dl.obL:p\ \5).@.5)) difjj.?u_cd.i\g%;ls)b (:L:.LU g.;‘}[\%
A gl e Sl e J O ) s S e LanY|

JUB Jor Jigdls )] o 55 ool oLl o I3 06 OT 21 Jrall,
Ml s o e €l 2o plae] Ly il A1 olophacdl 1Y a1 o

Vs eol Leadws coS L &) L o5 ol o LT e SS 1 JU Lo
Sl glaadl odin (o o IV T JB Jo s J3 e e g3

Al 1l s fass o

qﬁﬂ'ywﬁyiw)) Lgalpu)iqszbdjji CJ.:W‘S).)F..»%“ “—”L>-*
oolzel I OB Lm0 e 5 o S O gl i ud L b O
Mw‘wch@)Uj%j)w;wap&{scupw\
Slaba¥ly HLSGY e oSl e Sy et goald Eedl Lola Ul 3
(S5 S Ly sl 1 sl

sine Lo o ghpedl ia e oS0 s B Ul 635 )5 Jsy Ll
U‘JM‘Q'/"OL‘JJ'MOJVJ‘U"LQJ Ola A5 0 e ms
Sle ad Lar o 0V govadl woitazel isu )Wl Slus Y1y oY LY
(Gl S e e e DWW Legl e d sl Gl ) 58 50

i Y L0 e lanls | sy am I3

S b S 5 b gaseal WLl Jlan - Obe ) ool Jsi *
(s oSN o 2S5 03T 085 I8 oy Jomils Loy ol (3 Bolst s
Jer B ps depts Y1 e T oms

e



e

2y ST (B el D YA

e Jeddn c[asasdl agadl Wy S o] WS (Rl el ) sk Lad®

0l e Co s caydd .Lg\ c((wa 5 S olas Lgd izl J.:?LAI\
(A, 5l

W VIPEE PR (PRVRPLIv- (PIVE AL (Y

Epeo| el e 61 55T W a2 OLS T Ol 5 Ui ™
e g Lol oy b syl Emenedl € 2S5 5,91 Bl ¢ B 231
& ety Sl b Lgde (a8 s 63 g g SIS e 3 S0 il 0l e
A o LS LS

N LS 35 oS O s Sy 1(dde)y JLs Olends J o *
L§T PERESYE éi SRV :Lgi (8 A1 el Q“L:{;Y\ O LSU\LL ks
L VI QUIRN AP

O elads pal s 6 5 5] HU s Oladp Citsag, dyi
Lg\ (4 e dadS Lg\ der o O Ses Wi C.WJ\ o eadl]
u_cajjmo\u_(.wu"}_?» C.Md\wjj\u,\.c@pﬂw\dj\uu.lﬁ\
«LL.: dyu\!\ﬁ@.w s>

=X o.l_;ao_p«@_mi&_é\f'-» LS (B ¢ ) O Sewl Jpi
Al yanaiS odan 1l S V1 oS 8 55 L Jans OF Ly 5 1 [ L GY]
(@l ald

Jemial! A galalt (fexdl

! sed U galall Lol dginns Shl - 3kul b - ey 2l




" POCTRIE T I LS

Vs 3,80l G oI ¥ s (e J gy @ pd] 8L OF (s YT
Locs gl 8 u el 3 i o8 J s S cdd il ol ol 5 3
?zuﬂ\mg%ﬂgdu%ﬁu\
O\J‘J‘L}‘a"& Wd\,ﬂ.“ )JL,Q-AU.A‘JM gy w\j ‘LS"M‘ U.AU‘ djd.”

S Sl dsla s g Las ) $oldl O @l 3OS e wsllN O A B
(e peldl O Al

el 5 el O A 5 LotV s S ey 0lomi 53 o> J i

0T 3l e 0 s G goeedl o Jomil o ge cid ok
(el O AN L gy o Leay o e ) (J]

Qﬂ\&@&g&y\\h»:«uﬁgp&u@:gL"S%;éﬁL.,b.JTJL*
180 S OT AN s3lae e o iy SVl s ctawldl 5T ol

O A8l Ciazie s Lo S0 2 JeaeVH a e 3 gy Jo e o ™
(el Gl g sl

& hgad| igany Joxi)

Bl e J oty e ol Jdlly 5gp 45,85 @l ing Jei] Ll
By e G0 SIS (s gxi Leyy Jeo S a1 ple ) e
caxfuiyf.uicaw‘,mu\ﬁg\ = S Ul 5 85 5 4o
Sa of & o\wc)w\\Mg\—d 5 LS - w,a\@)\;\_;uu

i o 0T 00 0 dadl o ¢ [ ¥WI] s L] B 0lae o bl p3lcs
M‘Uﬂy‘j CJMQJHJJAUA

-



A S TN ) iy -
s iz OF Uasdl pon to g Jooms] oo 2 sp J g aBW1 J g ™
0555 3L 51 ¢ 550 o Sl ados bVl o i S ol b sl
Ao oS ST W 0B SIS e Il Y1 e LG

(sle g S os ol el
iy e @ O gty 1S LSO LT e oAl s e Js
Syl Sl g g 3551 5,58 3 aedseal SIEI O3 3w il ]
W g ol o lall o gin S e ST Rl il 56 Y

DS 2T L Ghe il 3O oo el O A1 S ol

logd I gabalt (fomd!

Byl V) dgizs ¥ - 3l b - e ¢ W gakall Lol dginn

ton b e dad dla 5l 5)ke Al t[us ) 3] s

O il deab acss ol iadll odos 115 el o slan)l s Las
€0 S

- ] L@Tajw,gw&u\yiwc@u\wwc%»j
|4~

Bhe ¥ T md e s STy O A1 OIS 61 SOT a1 ol Lo s o
LJei¥t o Ll

¢ Jmms ! \L@WQ\@W\JI’QYO}J» 0be pl oL Jgiy ™
O adand ¥ ot G cla 15 430 51 s slaseadl 3t 3,50

QMMM\H&AJ%MWT&A&JJ”

e



" POCTRIP-PE TR PPES.
2l gakalt Jooxd|
i pakl ol Mg Atz T by 3w L e sl - Y
lad.. ool

Lo (s grmmad) (p8 S8 o ) & paall L] I Loy 3,400 5l
Al B e o SO OT AN WG

s LS 85550 oo o pnd) B palally 4o odin 0T U5 e a1 (ST

S 5 sS pols el J i LS aaldl ST el 0,1 57
(S V) LG

Jem VI O o Lo i gb Sl o 50 & pdr 5o G 2ol
Lj.é\yu_lcg}_ﬁa;qdic?f.d\r?éo_o» ;L O 3l | yume OLS
SV s OF 058 B o 5l 0508 (1 51 L. &l pranasenal
el AT A g 0 i sLdall BN o SN 0T e T (g0 g
-[Va)ﬁ\ OTJ.E.H

ol T el O L s g Jeas W1 a3 55l G s Ik
e Jiy O o SINOT A+ gl Ay Sl Loy

L dly Ol e 3yl e I szl s el

Onaedalt 9 Tuually Ja pdud! Jlad !

JSL ol Al anlall oas commmadd [La]] dnb Sl 53 31N
Lo e le

e



A S TN ) iy Y
U A B T SN Sl L b el JLT ol Wl
fagb ot a5 ST OIS of $2a VI oSl sy OIS
(g B doee pas JSL O el ke eadl OF (10 35 Loene]|
L a5 05 @ a5 @ gl ad) e G OY

ol byl y Iy SV uslay e den Y L e (o
o5 Vs B ods B Y (Ul p el sl YL Al s Ll ol

dedek



\R

A S9! (ouse 90 WIS (30 o 1304

At S ST (B e | Ao

laypopll (2ea]) clis yo Jai Jaga dlw) d |

St R Ass 3l Edan, .l Ay w‘—.r{’hru L-'JJ -r‘-:mu-‘!,{w'fbwh}w EeEy rJ-’-"'

Ll Vi Slis st
052y BLIL D53y LR DR (Dl
Gl SN 2] 2slie B sl (605 ‘_,j.p

I | s s = E= » £,
Aadal gLf i .sa.;lﬁ;ﬁ e

_J_‘,J-l ""J“"""f‘" 1‘_‘_.._’.'.1..;&."\:—'_'-.0 u—L"

Nia USJJ
:.u_'InJ-L.uJ.._‘.A..L.-Lle Osedar ¥ e e Oy 24
PSR { PP RINC PR EF L g v S ;,; =z ls
SV Pl NG ) ity (s ok 1S 34

( bk 5 5 pine LS Adgild s ) L S ol AalS SV

G ol § B o ¢ g o b b 0 g ¥ Uyl 28T
_gl#idus'wuﬂqﬂnu.-éufbblrli ) 4 tayaasert

Ula U5 B2 3! b ony ¢ 20 Loy Bud O3 RS ST ol ‘
G oy Sy S e S e S el

irulwu..r.li.,uﬂltl;‘}lah,ﬂl&fb';d}ﬂi__ﬁlllﬂm

L a8l daadl

[ 74) oo il e o o s

iyiay B —

5o Ptotuevansehumof]md}}ik}.ﬂi b oy
*"*J—'ﬁf‘-*-“"dﬂf'}“c‘i:"g—')“‘-” QO Gaze
S5 o el Y Al S g gay - duy DU ohaly 1)
¢ e e 4L ¢SS GBS ey (o il ) el

awoiladl du>-GY1 o ity @281 09516 eyl dus-Ui

S5 @ (@A (53 LY e alisdl (3 Jais Of LS 130

Tl agal

&M 5 15522 W5 331 L Al A ﬁf,aj

=)
I RC P EE Thd R e ,_<_~..J

G O g Y s oS0 LAl iSO S UY1 ans egalane

RS a3 (S Sl a5l 1938 Ugas Bl udres

Plas U] Al s S 0ds G5 (U3 e Sl e

Lol GBS Jue el dAdslw

At JaarUY 3 b gamall A LAY Gans OB U3 (Ae 3dle

oo A5 pa3] 095 U3¢ puskar Jamily Legs Jai] (3 Aoy <A wniSUI
S S (3 ASE) G add desdd BV e dganas oSO

£95 ped) ST danl Ly A Sl a2 U 0L (pganll e

SLUS Adpme o AST ouas Lag SIy JLUI 5a0 (3 s —ual)
S9N Cazeaanall

(A7) 00310391 S B 1 Aaie bt gt )

tidy and more diversified than he realized,?° and contrary to

his opinion, we do not need to wait for the second century to

begin painting this picture.”! What later came to be known as)

orthodoxy was simply one g a ber of comp ing )

interpretations of Christianity in the early period.}( was

neither a self-evident interpretation nor an original apostolic)'

view.?? lndeed. as far back as New Testament times,

me ORTHODOX
CORRUPTION or
SCRIPTURE
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Anne and Joachim, Sts., the kegendary parents
of the Virgin Mary. According
Prosevangelium of James, Joa
10 offer sacrifice because be has peo
Like Hannah in 1 Samoel, Anne bas ]u
gen. Anne and Joachim pray for a chi
yows to dedicate to God's service \\
three years old, t
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opment of

she remains uotil her be
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stthew, an cighth-century Latin work inflocatial

h the Middle Ages. Feast day: July 26, See |
m,.hm.w{
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The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew

Introduction: This Gospel was written perhaps as late as the eighth or ninth [N
century, although some would place it much earfier. |

The first section of the Gospel (chs. 1-17) is based wpon the Gospel of
James; the third portion (chs. 25-41) relies upon the Infancy Gospel
of Thomas.

We have included part of the middle section of Pseudo-Matthew because
it demonstrates the tendency to ascribe to Jesus the aura of the “divine man™
miracle worker, and it also demonstrates the use of prophecy-fulfillment as
a narrative device. This device is used in the canosical Gospel of
hence the popular title Psendo-Matthew for this work. MM:IM;
actual title is “The Book About the Origin of the Blessed Mary and the
Childhood of the Savior.” The age and identity of the source(s) of chs. 18~

24 are not known.

H a1yt B0g) IS B Slaxd g2 s J s
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The lectern had not always been part of the Annunciation iconography.
A number of Byzantine examples of the Annunciation evidently draw on

derails from the apocryphal gospels. Some place her by a well at the time of
Gabriel's arrival, a detail mentioned in Psexdo-Matthew 9 (written down|

in the eighth or ninth century). [Others depict Mary holding a spindle,
by Protevangelitem of James 117 and Pseudo-Matthew 9,

sabriel appeared.™ By the fourteenth century, the spin-
st universally replaced by the book and lectern. This
variously identified as a sepulchral um, a sarcophagus,
Too large, however, to be an urn and too square to be

he Virgin was engaged in spinning thread for the veil of

Qa1 g el 301 B oS Jund ¥ 108

bout Jesus' life and ministry, authentic details that may have

derived from an carly oral tradition, but mainly imaginative

Is that sought to fill in the lacunae of the canonical gospels.

c. Among the apocryphal gospels are such writings as:

(1) Gospel according to Thomas, to which we have already
referred in §2b. (See NHLE. 124-38.)

(2) Protevangeli Jacobi, or p gospel of James, dating
from the end of the sccond ctnlury ll ﬁlls in details lhnll

Chnstological

Catechlsm

likely supplics such details from |m.13|nal|v¢ speculation.,
In this work we learn about the hife of Mary, the mother of
Jesus, the names of her parents (Ann and Joachim), her
presentation in the temple, her mamage to Joseph, her
elderly husband who already had children by an carlier
marriage, etc. (See JISNTA, 1. 371-88.)

«Joseph A. Fitzmyer, 2b;3 ey U SIPK0 6L
— SOl & \'V EJL-‘ SAN L8 Ut Sam L&)‘ (AVY J\ Ju
(Pl 1,5 J) 3945 Lady Juuolas, A Jus e Sy ) DY

I
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tthew 1-17 is based on PJ, and 26-34, 37-9, and 41 on
mas.” For this reason, only extracts are translated here, namely
ctters, 13-14, and the unique material (18-25, 35-6, 40, 42),
h summary of the whole.

reasons for the absence of extant manuscripts in Latin of the
m of James may be that the contents of PJ in Latin are to be
hdo-Matthew, and in the Gospel o! the Birth of Mary. The lawter
bm Pscudo-Matthew: the interrclationship of the two has been
by Amann (below, undcr ‘Modern T'ranslations, French'). (The
¢ contents of PJ as known to the Latin Fathers through the
secondary works is sct out by him too.) Conversely Pscudo-Matthew as such
seems not to have been known in the East, or in the Eastern versions)

As far as dewiled differences between Pseudo-Matthew and PJ are
concerned, one may note the following: Anna’s father, Achar, is mentioned
only in Pseudo-Matthew; in Pscudo-Matthew Abiathar is high-priest when
Mary is espoused to Joscph, in PJ it is Zachanas; Pscudo-Matthew embel-

@ Wl Gy A O a8 o B
AN OLA Olea )52 Vo 3 a1 2 L3ya)

/\poclrzlyE PHAL The Birth of Jesus 11
JESUS riously bc.lu,\cd llml the arrival on earth of the
ur d gnition. The moving
lical account was not \ll"ltltnl for this devel-
the catalepsy of nature was introduced as an
companiment to the birth, In this, of course,
2 drawn with the cosmic events that accompa-
arture from earth, notably the eclipse and the
the time of his crucifixion (Matthew 27: 51-2;

[

1k orT

A variation of the stories in the Protevangelium is to be seen
in the later Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, which in its present |
form may date from the eighth century,[although it drew on
much carlier material. Here Jesus” birth is acknowledged not
only by the shepherds and the wise men, but also by animals.
In the extract below (2) will be seen the episode in which the ox
and the ass adore Jesus. This popular scene, which has sur-
vived through the centuries, is due to the mﬂlu.nu of the Old

31 QU G s ) 1K, Bllioth, a8 Lz B J6
a3 At

Prophets and precursors of Redemption 8

THE EARLY LIFE OF THE VIRGIN MARY

ivn 1t of the gospel story is preserved only in Matthew and
3 with the Old Testament, there are many apocryphal
| a small number of plays intercalate between the end of
ament and the beginning of the gospel accounts of the
£ Christ one or more scenes of the early life of the Virgin
waterial is drawn from the apocryphal Proteangelium from
o successive texts developed: the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthaw
(attributed to St Jerome but pmbabiy not composed before the C%hlh}
century; versions are extant in many languages){and a revised Latin
version of it known as the Gaspel of the Natiunty of the Virgin Mazy.
Material from all three texts was used by later medieval writers
especially in Legenda and Meditationes, but details and proper names
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from the infancy Gospel of Thomas. and some were adopted from the §
Book of Joseph the Mgh Priest i
Scholars refer 1o the teat a3 the *Arabic Infancy Gorpel” because an £

ATabic version was avatable for transtation in the lte seventeenth century --|nfancv Gospe's
of JESUS

theaugh which the text became known in academic circles. Because that
Arabi version is now lost, that transation has became our principa
tource 8t scholars generally do not brseve that & was orignaly written
i Arabic but, more probiably. that it was originally in Syriac. o cal the text) S
the "Arabic Infancy Gospel” gves 1he false Impresson that the boo
derives from Arabla o that it contains particularly Arabic materials, whic
1 @00t 1108 At the end of the lext we are 1o3d that It it 4 Cospel of the
Infancy and 10 | will cal the text the “Gospet of the Infancy™ and note
that it contains portions of The Book of Joseph the High Priest and sig-
nificant portions of other ancent accounts ay well

For & fong time the third text was calied the “Gospet of Thomas.*

wmmu:

Now, however, amother Gospel of Thomas. 4 st of 114 sayings of Jesus,
hat appeared in the Nag Hammadi manuscrigt diucovery of 1945 | have

SOl A W A DY =Stevon Davies, wiks shses Jak
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18 1SLAM A CHRISTIAN HERESY? 9

of armor and the bow.”* The expansioa of this into the
manufacture of cuirasses is in the style of the Koran,

&0 g il

Byl g B S g 150 ST i

though the detail of the softeaing of iron may go back to TN el f el s e
Pralm xviii. 3¢ There is at present no sound reason for B cdy o . U e e Oy
supposing that Dawud's cuirasses were koown in Arabia il i Jo

before the Koran was produced.

Whea Dr. Foster asserts that the “Arabic Gospel of
the Infancy of the Saviour was the source of cae or two
passages in the Koran," and that “the date of this docy-
meat . . . iscarried back to a time before Mohammed | U O gy o ! gy sl SRR
at the latest” he is unlikely to obtaia the asseat of Arabic R b o 23 B )
scholars to these propositions. Quite receat authorities ST
assume that this Gospel got the story of Christ’s speaking
in the cradle from the Koran.' Since the language of the
tract is clearly influcaced by the Koran, this is most

pmhlk. The editor Thilo shows reasoas for thinking
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THE ARABIC OOSPEL OF THE INFANCY,

Infancy (chaptors xxxvi.-lv.) is somowhat o
formed to the Gospel of Thomas. It records wi
in said to have occurred from the timo when Jos
was seven ycars old until he was twelve, adding
general intimation respecting his lifo thonceforwa
to his thirtioth ycar and his baptism.

Tho Arabic Gospel is a compilation which ma
havo had eithor an Anl-w or a_Coptio, or a S
origin, and > -

of Nestorianism however, as somo bnvo thought, since
this oxtravagantly cxalts that Mary whom the Nes-
torians wero accused of not exalting sufficiently.

History of (.

B. Haeris Cowper,
, Edinburgh: Williams and Norgate, 1870, 3 edition, p.171

The Apocryphal Gospels and Other Documents Relating fo the ]

2531 FiU9319 Auda 3S03¥1 Sz Y1) b 1S b et 43U 1S53
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therefore, Ga 24, 6-8, 11, 14, 19). Arab. Gos. Inf. is believed to have originated in the

e Sy of T
The Tow, & Ongan, 4nd s Tramamission.

cighth or ninth century["” The lengthy infancy gospel is a collection of at least three other

works: chs. 1-10 corresponds to Prot. Jas. 17-25, chs. 10-35 features tales of Jesus'

Voicu, “Verso,” 36.
¥ Sike, Emngrhmfuﬁvm
* [n Michel and E

Tom Charvand Buke

M. E.vaera,ﬂi’a@'t’oamboddl’w:m il Ms. Laurenziano orientale (n.
387) (Jerusalem, 1973) (text and [talian trans.). See also the discussion and French bt
transhation of the new MS by Charles Genequand, “Vie de Jésus en Arabe,” in Ecrits Crnbame Do o kg, ey of T
Apocryphes Chrétiens (eds. Francois Bovon and Pierre Geoltrain; Paris: Gallimard,
1997-), L:191-204.

© Capyrght by Tomy Oharvand Surte 201

[ Tony Chartrand-Burke, The /nfancy Gospel of Thomas: The Text, its Origins, and its Transmission, Ph.D. thesis, University ol"]

Toronto, 2001, p.127 (manuscript)
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In favour of the Gnostic solution we should note
that the Qur’an agrees with Gnostic teaching in three respects: it
denies that the Jews killed Christ, it acknowledges that it appeared to
them that they did kill him and it asserts that he ascended into God's
presence.
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In conclusion, attention must be turned again to the inter-

pretation of siira 4,156/157. It has sometimes been said that this |
wverse, or Islamic interpretation of it, was influenc v Docetic
teaching. But it is not clear how far Docetic and Gnostic teach-

s known or were alive in Arabia of the seventh century. |

ier Muslim historians were reluctant to make

'what happened at the cross, in contrast to the

o spoke freely of a substitute being crucified.

Docetic Gospels had flourished in the second

bv. In the fifth century there were the ‘aphthar-

hom the emperor Justinian belonged and he
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h.\cbeenmggmedmmodnnumcs,butocmmtylsummxmbkwe
cannor b sure that the ‘skull-pace” was a bl and there is nothing to
show how it got its name, The custom at the time was not to have 2

* The rezson for it omision in John may be that by the time the fourth
Gospdwaminmducdzimw:szlmdyhdngmdehgnonicdxdswhidri
hamwwmmhmh&mchmgedphmmth]mﬂw
mﬁummmammm l,mv, e
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s boen sopposed that Mobamesad derived many of his motions concerning Christianiy froes Greosticism,
nlIhuululknmmswﬂwmhhﬁ«mhhwhnnnqﬂwﬁch(}mumhﬂhmg
sp(nuplhﬂl religion into purtics” lau-l w

o Ak I o, ‘ﬂtothﬂhnllhulkkmhhn\\"-k_m\nh&f;m
e Bl did ol o b eaburbed s the oo Chush, s e e o the

heless possibie that the

‘concerning the Crucifixion was adopted by Muhamanad as kely 1o reconcile the Jews 8 hlam, as a eligion
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‘I'me undoubted paraliels between the Kur“anic

. account and material found in the apocryphal gospels
do not, however, indicate direct dependence, but are)
more indicative of the folklore aspect of religion,
much fuller than would be implied by the canonical
text of the Gospels, itself the product of careful selec-
tion, Possibly aj and the Kur’ami
stories reveal a common folklore tradition; For such
) storics, <f. ] Robson, Mukammadar: taching about Jesus,
F in MW, xxi (1939), 37-54, and idew, Storres of Jesus and

Mary, in MW, x1 (1950), 236-43.
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Semipraste O entence is: And it was the third howr, when they
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were people who snd zhat Jnm 11 d
from the cross before he was dead; one of thegnostic sects of the second|
century said that Simon of Cyrene was crucified instead of Jesus.
Matthew may be countering these suggestions,
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native speaker of Arabic. It is just pn\uhlr
that ‘Tsa was actually Jesus' original name,
although it seems more likely that it is an
Arabicized form of the name current
among Syriac-speaking Christians as was
recognized by a number of classical

authorities. This Arabicized form may be
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